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DIARY DATES 

TERM 4 
4 - 22 November 

Year 12 EXAMS 

Monday 11 November 

Year 6 & Year 7 Transition 

Parent Information Session  

6.00 - 7.00pm 

Wednesday 13 November 

Year 8 Immunisations 

Thursday 14 November 

SUMMER CARNIVAL 

1.30pm - 6.00pm 

18 - 22 November  

Year 11 EXAMS 

Monday 18 November 

Year 8 Transition Day 

8.40am - 3.15pm 

Monday 25 November  

Last day for Year 11’s 

Year 11 Transition Day  

Wednesday 27 November  

GDC Awards Night  

7.00pm - 9.00pm 

Friday 29 November  

Last day for Year 10’s  

Monday 2 December  

Pupil Free Day 

2 - 15 December 

Cambodia Trip  

Activities Week (Week 8 & 9) 

Tuesday 10 December  

Year 6 Graduation  

5.45pm - 9.00pm 

Friday 13 December 

Last Day Term 4 

Early dismissal @ 2.15pm 

 

2020 TERM DATES 
TERM 1 

28 January– 9 April  

TERM 2 

27 April  - 3 July 

TERM 3 

20 July - 25 September 

TERM 4 

12 October - 11 December  

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

 

Here we are, now well into term four and although we are at 

the beginning of Week 3, much has progressed at Gawler 

and District College since the start of term. 

 

I would like to congratulate and commend our staff in 

relation to the highly successful Education Standards Board 

Review which took place during Week 10 last term. The 

Education Standards Board is the state government authority 

that regulates the services we provide for our community as 

a school. The review ensures high-quality education services, 

high standards of competence and conduct within educational settings. Tony Healy and 

Lynette Bellwood (Review Officers) were highly impressed with the level of documentation 

presented on the day and subsequent clarifying conversations.  The review however, was 

a culmination of months of research and clarity around our processes within our school 

governance, student learning, assessment processes and student safety, health and 

welfare practices. The process involved visits to classes, all of which were engaged in 

productive pedagogical practice. Leadership staff supported teachers to provide relevant 

documentation as evidence aligned with our practice. Thank you to the Executive 

Leadership Team, in particular Deputy Principal Paul Hudson, for leading the process this 

year by supporting staff to present evidence against the required standards. Thanks also to 

our support staff who in the background ensured our spaces were free from litter, provided 

morning tea and created the welcoming space for our conversation on the day.  

 

Lynette’s synopsis of the review included a commendation around the deep links within our 

Site Improvement Plan foci and pedagogical practice around reading within our learning 

opportunities for students. Lynette congratulated our school on the deep level of our data 

knowledge and how we support students to improve their learning through the use of that 

data. Tony verified for us on the day that Gawler and District College B-12 had met all 

standards of the review to a high standard. Validation of the review outcome was 

received on Wednesday 2 October 2019. 

 

It was wonderful to host Tony Piccolo MP to our site on the last day of term. Year 11 

students, Curtis and Joel were wonderful, articulate hosts who proudly took Tony on a tour 

of our new STEM build. This also provided Tony, the opportunity to reflect on the days when 

he was a student at our site touring the classrooms he spent much time in during his 

younger days at Gawler High School.  

 

Many thanks to Sarah Hallworth and the Year 12 team for the wonderful Year 12 

Celebration conducted last Friday at St Brigid’s. The entire secondary school was in 

attendance as were our Reception students who quite frankly stole the show! The 

reception students supported the Home Group teachers to present the Year 12 students 

with their certificates. Parents and caregivers attended the at times emotional ceremony. 

Congratulations to all Year 12 students on completing Year 12 at Gawler and District 

College. We wish you all the very best in your upcoming exams and assessments. 

Congratulations to Neisha R who was awarded the Principal’s Award based on her 

commitment to supporting our college on a local, state and national level.  

 

Principal’s Report continues over the page 



FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

 

The Foundation Scholarship application process is well under way. The closing date for applications was last Friday 25  

October, and we have received an excessive number of applications from a broad range of students. This week we will 

begin the shortlisting process hopefully in time for presenting the scholarships to recipients during the Gawler and District 

College Awards Night, held on the Wednesday 27 November.  

 

This term has already been eventful, and looking forward to so many more opportunities for our staff and students to come. 

 

Angie Michael 

Principal 
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Parents, caregivers 

and members of the 

GDC community are 

invited to the  

 

Gawler and 

District College 

B-12 2019 

Summer 

Carnival 

 
Please join us on 

Thursday 14 November  

for this fun-filled, whole 

school celebration of 

all our student's 

achievements for 2019! 



JUNIOR SCHOOL 
The annual Town of Gawler Mayor’s Christmas Card Competition was recently 

open to Primary School students from Reception to Year 5 who live or attend a 

school within the Town of Gawler. 

 

Students from three categories (Category 1: Reception & Year 1, Category 2: Year 

2 & 3 and Category 3: Year 4 & 5) were invited to draw or paint a Christmas scene 

that they felt reflected what Christmas meant to them. 

 

The winning entry from each category was printed onto Christmas Cards with the 

student’s name, year and school printed on the inside of the card. Entries are also 

displayed at Council sites throughout the Christmas season along with being 

reproduced as a poster and being displayed in local shop fronts. Prizes: First, 

second and third prizes were awarded to students from each of the three 

categories.  

 

First Prize: $100 Gawler Bookshop voucher 

Second Prize: $75 Gawler Bookshop voucher 

Third Prize: $50 Gawler Bookshop voucher 

 

We were excited to be informed that our Nathalie D from Year 5 had been 

selected as a winning entry for the Mayors Christmas Card Competition. 

 

Nathalie, her parents, Mrs Miller and I attended the Mayoral Awards 

Ceremony on Monday, 28 October in the Gawler Civic Centre. We enjoyed 

a morning tea with the Mayor and celebrated Nathalie receiving her prize. 

All winners had a photo with the Mayor which will appear via social medias 

and other public print materials. Congratulations Nathalie D! 

Julie Stockdale, Head of Junior School 

 

State Hiragana Competition 2019 

In Week 1 Alexis B, Jacinta G, Nathalie D and Skye B travelled to the city to 

compete in the State Hiragana Competition. Excelling in the first two rounds 

they progressed to the championship round and 

ultimately finished in fifth place out of twelve 

participating teams. They demonstrated our school 

values at all times, supporting and encouraging 

each other throughout the competition. We are all 

extremely proud of them.  

Kerryl Dale, Literacy Coordinator  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 
It has been a very busy start to Term 4 for the Students in Year’s 7-9.  Last week, the Year 8 students chose their subjects for 

2020.  It was great to see so many students excited about their future studies and enjoying having some choice about their 

learning.  If there are any students who missed out on selecting their subjects, they need to let their home care teacher 

know and they will make sure that their choices are lodged.  

 

Year 9 students were also treated to a presentation by Ms Croll’s Year 11 students on ‘Being Inclusive’.  Josh and Jake 

presented some thought provoking ideas and innovative solutions to improve our schools inclusivity.  It was great to see the 

Year 9’s engaged and asking questions about their presentation.  One of the main messages that Josh and Jake left our 

Year 9’s with was ‘it’s ok to be the nice kid’ and then challenged the group to reach out to someone in need. This was a 

really important message and Josh and Jake will present to the Year 7 and 8 students later this week. 

 

Excursions are happening thick and fast with all Year 8’s heading off on a Geography Excursion and the Year 7’s heading 

out on another city adventure this week.  It takes a lot of organisation to get large groups of students anywhere and it is 

great that our teachers are putting in the extra time to provide these opportunities to our students. 

 

Short Course Week 

Our Short Course Weeks are fast approaching and students will shortly receive information about the available options.  This 

year we have also added a ‘Summer School Option’ for those students who need to complete any unfinished tasks before 

the end of the year.  We are hoping that all students remain focused on their studies for the next 6 weeks so they can avoid 

this option!  

 

Parent Information Sessions - 2020 Transition 

Transition for new students will also happen later this term.  There will be two Parent Information Sessions held on Monday 11 

November.   

 

Year 6 parents are invited to come along to the STEM Centre between 5pm - 6pm to meet some of the Year 7 teachers and 

to go through some information relating to Middle Schooling.   

 

Year 7 parents are invited to a meeting an hour later from 6pm - 7pm to meet 2020 Year 8 teachers and key staff who can 

support their children as they move into Secondary school.  Please contact Liz Rankin or Kate Tetlow if you have any 

questions about either of these meetings. 

Liz Rankin, Head of Middle School 

A MESSAGE FROM PE 
Term 4 Sport 

Gday folks. Term 4 is now well on its way and the opportunity for sport is galore, especially for all year 8+9 students this term: 

Unfortunately, students missed out on the Tag Rugby. We had enough interested students. They collected consent forms 

but, unfortunately, didn’t return them. As you can see there’s plenty of opportunities to be involved in school sport this te rm. 

It just takes a tiny bit of organisation on the student’s 

behalf to return consent forms by the due date.  

 

Get involved and have some fun doing something 

different at school for a change.  

You won’t regret it! 

Richard Hughes, Sports Coordinator  
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Week Date Sport 

1 Thursday 17 October 8/9, 10 Boys Tag Rugby 

2 Thursday 24 October 9/10 Boys Rugby League 

3 Monday 28 October 10 Boys T-20 Blast Cricket 

3 Thursday 31 October 8/9 Boys Beach Soccer 

3 Friday 1 November 8/9 Girls Beach Soccer 

5 Monday 11 November 8/9 Boys + Girls Ultimate Frisbee 

5 Friday 15 November 8/9 Boys T-20 Blast Cricket 

6 Wednesday 20 November 9/10 European Handball 



LEARNING SUPPORT TEAM  

Interactive Careers Expo 

On Wednesday 25 September students from Gawler & District College joined students 

from other neighboring schools and attended an Interactive Careers Expo at the Gawler 

Recreation Centre. Three of our students were on the planning committee with staff from 

Feros Care, Barkuma, and Job Prospects and this group had put together the expo to 

provide students with practical advice, support, networking opportunities and information.  

All students who attended were able to independently visit the stalls, take part in 

activities, ask questions of the providers to gain information that they will be able to use in 

the future.  

 

Students and staff from Gawler & District College also assisted with the preparation and 

serving of a lunch of baked potatoes, homemade soup, sausages, muffins and fruit. 

 

Thank you to all who helped out and the organisation and businesses of Gawler who 

supported the event. Feedback from students who attended and stall holders was very 

positive. 

 

T-Ball Carnival 

In the last week of Term 3, Gawler & District College hosted its inaugural Inclusive 

Education T-Ball Carnival. The event was organised by Year 12 student Luke M and 

PE teacher/Baseball Coach, Mr Billy Vincent. This exciting event saw students from 

five other local schools come to our college for a full day of friendly competition.  

 

Students from the GDC Giants team acted as umpires and mentors 

and supported students from all teams in learning to play the game 

and to participate to the best of their ability. Participation was 

excellent from all students present and great sportsmanship was 

shown in what was clearly an enjoyable day for all people involved. 

 

Feedback from all schools was extremely positive. Some comments 

from our students included: 

Josh W – T-Ball was a really enjoyable and great day. 

Corey – It was fun because you could go against other schools. 

 

Thank you to all staff and students who supported this event. We look 

forward to hosting it again in 2020.  

 

Karen’s Farewell 

At the end of Term 3 we said farewell to one of our SSO’s - Karen Bartlett - with a Harry Potter 

themed High Tea. The event was organised by a Year 11 student and a cake was made and 

decorated by a Year 12 student as part of their studies. An amazing spread of food was put 

together by students and fabulous SSO’s. 

 

Part of the speech given by Matt Gibson:  

“It is with great sadness that we bid farewell to Karen Bartlett as she returns home to England after 

several years working at Gawler and District College. I have been lucky enough to share a 

classroom with Karen for 6 years and her commitment to helping students in any way possible 

could never be questioned. Karen consistently demonstrated considerable patience and 

kindness while working with the students and has gone above and beyond to make 

my life at school 1,000 times easier. We will miss her ‘Pommy-ness’, especially the way 

she pronounces words funny such as yoghurt as yog-gert. We wish Karen and her 

family all the best in their return to the UK and whoever she ends up working with will 

be lucky to have her. On behalf of myself, the students and the other staff members 

at GDC, we will miss you dearly, but feel lucky to have shared many wonderful years 

together.” 
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TERM 1, WEEK 3 

15 FEBRUARY 2019 

SENIOR SCHOOL 

Goodbye Year 12s! 

It takes a lot of commitment to complete Year 12 and I would 

like to acknowledge everyone who have helped our Year 12s 

reach this point. Firstly, I would like to thank the family and 

friends of our Year 12s who have helped support them 

throughout their lives and have played a significant role in 

their achievements. 

  

I would also like to acknowledge the dedication of our staff. 

Every interaction you have had with our students over the 

duration of their education has also helped them reach this 

point. We are extremely fortunate to have such a strong team 

of supportive staff who share the common goal of helping our 

students achieve their ambitions. 

  

Most importantly, I would like to acknowledge the 

commitment our Year 12 students have shown throughout the 

year. Many of them have overcome not only academic 

challenges but personal challenges which have required 

strength and persistence for them to achieve success. 

  

It has been a pleasure working with such a lovely cohort and I 

wish you every success in whatever path you choose. Best 

wishes for exams! 

Sarah Hallworth, Year 12 Coordinator  

 

ADF Presentation 

On Tuesday 24 September a group of Year 11 & 12 students 

attended a presentation from The ADF. They discussed the 

variety of ways that students can enter the Defence Force 

including tertiary study options as well the many opportunities 

the ADF offer. The presentation sparked an interest in many of 

our students who are now exploring various pathways.  

Sarah Hallworth, Year 12 Coordinator  
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Year 12 Exam Timetable 

Date Exam Time 

Monday 4 November Biology 1C:24 9.00am – 11.10am 

Monday 4 November Music Studies 1C:24 1.30pm – 3.40pm 

Tuesday 5 November Essential Mathematics 1C:24 9.00am – 11.10am 

Tuesday 5 November Mathematical Methods 1C:24 1.30pm – 4.40pm 

Wednesday 6 November Modern History (Electronic Exam)2:38 1.30pm – 3.40pm 

Thursday 7 November English Literary Studies (Electronic Exam)2:38 1.30pm – 3.10pm 

Friday 8 November General Mathematics 1C:24 9.00am – 11.10am 

Friday 8 November Tourism 1C:24 1.30pm – 3.40pm 

Monday 11 November Physics 1C:24 1.30pm – 3.40pm 

Wednesday 13 November Chemistry 1C:24 1.30pm – 3.40pm 

Thursday 14 November Psychology (Electronic Exam)2:38 1.30pm – 3.40pm 



TERM 1, WEEK 3 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR FINANCE TEAM 

2019 School Card Application Closing Date 

A reminder to all families who have not submitted a School Card application for 2019 that the closing date is Friday 22 

November 2019. 2019 School Card can be submitted online at https://www.sa.gov.au/ following these prompts: 

 Education and Learning 

 Financial Support 

 School Card Scheme 

 Applications 

 Form A: Income Audit – Online version 

If you are unable to apply online, application forms are available from the GDC Finance Office.  

Please note: An application for School Card must be submitted every year. 

 

2020 Materials and Services (M&S) Charge 

Gawler & District College has determined the Material and Services Charges for 2020 will remain at: 

 $270.00 for Reception to Year 7  

 $370.00 for Year 8 to Year 12 

 

Extra-curricular activities such as camps, excursions, aquatics and swimming will be charged separately. Please see below 

for the 2020 Materials and Services Charges Notice. 

 

The School Community are invited to attend the next Governing Council meeting which will be held Monday 25 November 

2019 at 6.30pm in the Senior School Staff Room. The M&S charge will be discussed and formally approved. 

 

In lieu of attendance at this meeting, Parents/Caregivers/Students can express their views in writing via an envelope 

addressed to the Chairperson of the Governing Council, and delivered to the schools front office prior to the meeting. 
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TERM 1, WEEK 3 

15 FEBRUARY 2019 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR ARTS DEPARTMENT 

Fusion Exhibition 

This year the following Media and Visual Arts students had the opportunity 

to exhibit their work in LEO (Light Electoral Office) Gallery. 

 

Connor B Year 8   Claudia P Year 9  

Madison P Year 8   Jasmine B Year 9  

Kate B  Year 8   Jaime S Year 10 

Lachlan A Year 8   Zac B  Year 10 

Tiarna T Year 8   Faith W Year 9  

Taya S  Year 8   Angus K Year 9  

Sina J  Year 8    Brooklyn H Year 10 

Hope H Year 9   Ashton J Year 10 

Rosa P Year 9   Jordan T Year 10 

Levi Y  Year 9   Anja O Year 10 

Renee C Year 9   Ruby E Year 10 

Finlay Mc Year 9   Jacob P Year 11 

Emilee Mc Year 9   Anastasia T Year 11 

Nadia J Year 9   Efrosini T Year 11  

Alex T  Year 9   Ethan P Year 11 

Emily C Year 9  

 

Every year Tony Piccolo MP opens the gallery to local electorate schools including Gawler 

and District College B-12 to exhibit student artwork. This year the artwork was taken from 

curriculum work completed during the year and was a fusion of a great variety of both 

Media Art and Visual Arts. Mediums ranged from digital prints and artwork to intricate 

pencil drawings and textural acrylic painting.  

 

On Friday 18 October, Principal of Gawler and District College B-12, Angie Michael, 

officially opened the exhibition, hosted by Tony Piccolo. The opening event saw 40 guests; 

parents, teachers and students enjoy viewing the artworks and the refreshments provided 

by Tony Piccolo. Student exhibitors also have an opportunity to win a voucher from the 

People’s Choice. 

 

Congratulations to all student participants for their highly imaginative artwork and many thanks to Tony Piccolo for his 

generous hospitality and for providing the opportunity for our students to exhibit their Art and Media works.  

 

If you have not yet viewed the exhibition or voted for your favourite in the People’s Choice Award the exhibition will be 

open until Wednesday 6 November. 

Angela Koehler, Arts Coordinator 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR SCIENCE TEAM 

CSIRO STEM PROFESSIONALs in Schools 

STEM Professionals in Schools is a national volunteer program that 

facilitates partnerships between schools and industry to bring real STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) into the classroom. 

 

At Gawler & District College B- 12, we were lucky to be partnered with 

Australia's Department of Defence (DST) in Science and Technology. Our 

partnership will help facilitate building upon the skills in STEM for teachers 

and broadening the scope of the curriculum for our students with their 

professional knowledge in this particular field of research.  

 

In Week 2, the Year 7's and Year 11 STEM class, were able to meet the highly skilled Dr. Ben Rogers from DST as he 

demonstrated the importance of Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation (Laser) in the Defence to detect 

Improvised Explosive Devices (IED). All under a controlled environment, we were able to learn about the distance the laser's 

can detect IED's and how this scientific equipment is utilised frequently to protect civilians and soldiers abroad.  

 

We are looking forward to continuing this partnership with Dr. Ben Rogers for not only bringing fantastic enthusiasm and 

knowledge- but cool resources as well! Ebony Deoliveira, Science Teacher 
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TERM 1, WEEK 3 

15 FEBRUARY 2019 

GDC ALUMNI - CLASS OF 2014 

My Name is Kate Akeroyd and I am currently a Relief Teacher around the Gawler and 

Barossa area whilst I apply for teaching contracts for the year 2020. 

 

I attended Gawler and District College from 2010 - 2014 and attended the University of South 

Australia where I initially studied a Bachelor of Human Movement before moving into 

studying a Masters of Teaching (Primary). When I graduated from year 12, I had my heart set 

on teaching high school Physical Education, but after working as an SSO in a couple of 

primary schools, I found out that I was more suited to teaching primary aged children.  

 

Whilst studying in year 12, I recognised that I needed to prioritise my studies over other 

aspects of my life (these good study habits carried over into university life). I negotiated with 

my workplace to cut my hours back to a more manageable workload and understood that 

it is okay to say no to friends sometimes – especially when your deadlines are creeping up on 

you.  

 

I achieved quite high grades throughout Year 12 to get the 90 ATAR needed at the time to be admitted into Human 

Movement. I really struggled going from high school being a ‘high achiever’ to getting Pass and Credit grades (with the 

occasional Distinction or High Distinction)  – it really affected my confidence, but at the end of the day P’s GET DEGREES 

(seriously, the best motto to live by in University).  

 

University is one of the hardest things I have ever done, but also the most amazing thing. I battled with mental health issues 

and was suffering from panic attacks twice a day – getting help from university counsellor was the best decision I made, 

they helped me form coping strategies and sorted out an ‘Access Plan’ where my due dates were able to be extended 

and I was able to have exams in a small room with a smaller amount of people which really took the pressure off. I urge 

anyone to seek advice from a counsellor if they feel like they are struggling, feeling like the degree isn’t right for you, or just 

need someone to talk to – best part is, it is a free service!  

 

I have only been relief teaching for half a term, but so far, I have realised how lucky I am to be in such a rewarding 

profession and am excited to see what this career has in store for me.  

Kate Akeroyd, GDC Alumni 

 

Teaching - UniSA 

Play a crucial role in the lives of children, young people and adults.  

Build a rewarding career path as a teacher or educator, ranging from childhood 

education through to adult learning, and help to shape the minds of future generations. 

Gain practical teaching and learning experience through professional placements, 

access the latest in teaching technologies, and overseas study  

(UniSA, 2019) 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR BREAKFAST CLUB 

Breakfast Club Celebration 

On a beautiful Spring morning in September, we once again, with the support and 

generosity of Gaby Haidar, Café Sia, celebrated and acknowledged our Breakfast 

Club staff and our fabulous student volunteers. Larissa H, Bonnie M, Donovan D, Emery 

A and Jacob P turn up each morning, four days a week to set up, to prepare the 

meals and clean up at the end of each breakfast run; they cook, they wash, they 

wipe, they sweep, to ensure the “Breakfast Room” is ready for the day and the 

following morning. Without our dedicated staff, in particular, Josh Sanders, Selina 

Mackenzie and Julie Peters, the Breakfast Club would not exist. 

  

In appreciation of their time and effort and along with the local community support of 

Café Sia, Gawler Green, it was with great pleasure that we were able to thank and 

celebrate our team with a well-deserved breakfast. The morning was filled with many 

thanks and great food, acknowledging our volunteers and as always, supported by our 

Principal Angie Michael; thanking both Gaby and our team for their generosity and time. 

We would also like to also take this opportunity to thank the GDC staff who give of their time 

and generous donations, to ensure that this wonderful initiative continues. Well done team.  

Angela Karatassa, Year 10 Coordinator  
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TERM 1, WEEK 3 

15 FEBRUARY 2019 
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Did someone say LUNCH ORDER?  Yes please…... 
Did you know lunch orders with Rory’s School Lunches can be made daily via their QKR app?   

For more information please see their website https://rorys.com.au/online-canteen/ or  

via our website at https://www.gdc.sa.edu.au/our-community/canteen/. 

https://www.facebook.comgawlerdistrictcollegeb12/ 
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IMMUNISATION INFORMATION 
Parents and students 14.5 years and older are receiving reminder letters from Medicare Australia when immunisation 

records are showing as not up to date, on Australian Immunisation Register.  

 

Students or parents may phone HAIMS 8152 0363 if they have any questions relating to this letter.  

 

The Meningococcal ACWY and Meningococcal B vaccines are available for students who missed the opportunity 

at school in years 10 and 11 to access this free vaccine from their Dr or Nurse immunisation provider.                               

The year 11 program will cease December 31st 2019, however year 10 cohort will be offered both vaccines in an 

ongoing school program. 

 

The free Meningococcal B catch-up program ends on December 31st 2019 for young people 17 to under 21 years of 

age so too the early childhood catch-up program for those from 12 months to 4 years of age.   

  

WORLD TEACHERS DAY  

FRIDAY 25 OCTOBER 2019 
 

Friday 25 October was “World Teachers Day” for 2019. 

Teachers were treated to an afternoon tea to recongnise 

the dedicated commitment to their work that is teaching! 

To our teaching staff we say: 

“Thank you for being a truly valued member of the  

Gawler and District College community!” 


